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PRIVATE  6 CONFIPENTIAL. 

^ British  Trawlers  Federation,  Limited. 


Annual  Meetin<?  heM  in  the  Grimsby  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  s Room,  Fish  Dock  Road,  Grimsby,  on  Friday, 
21st  November,  1919,  at  2.30  p.m. 

Present : 

Messrs.  W.  Grant  <Chair>,  A.  Robins,  P.  Ross,  Sir  T.  Robinson, 
A.  Taylor,  C.  Hudson,  E Thrale,  Wm.  Hill,  A Hastie, 

T C Moss,  A.  Bannister,  A.  W.  Green.  R,  J.  Goodwin, 

J D Marsden,  Robertson,  M.  B.  I.  VFedum,  X*  Cardwell, 
T.  F Kelsall,  G E {.  Mocdy,  F Hendrie,  E.  Benneworth, 

G W Jells.  W R Nocton,  R.  Jackson.  T.  C Jackson,  <Solicitor>, 

G C.  L Howell  <Organising  Secretary),  and  John  J.  Sutton 
<:>ecretary> 


The  Secretary  read  notice  convening  the  Meeting. 


He  also  read  apologies  for  non-attendance  from  Messrs. 
Baskcomb,  Goodwin.  Hall,  and  Irvin,  Jun. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Statutory  General  Meeting  were  duly 
read,  passed,  and  confirmed. 


The  Secretary  presented  his  Report 

I ! 

After  some  little  discussion  it  was  decided  his  reference  to 
\ the  tiansfer  of  vessels  to  foreigners  should  be  amplified  and  with 
this  addition  the  Report  was  adopted. 


i c J h ^Jecided  the  same  should  be  printed  (marked  ''  Private 
r and  ConfidentiaF')  and  a copy  forwarded  to  each  Member  of  the 
^ Federation. 
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The  Auditors'  Report  and  Balance  Sheet  was  read. 


Arising  thereout,  some  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  outstanding 
calls  and  entrance  fees,  and  it  was  unanimously  decided  the 
Secretary  should  send  to  Secretary  of  each  Local  Association  a 
list  of  the  defaulters  with  a request  that  the  outstanding  entrance 
fees  and  calls  should  be  paid  immediately 


The  Auditor's  Report  and  Balance  Sheet  was  then  adopted 
and  it  was  decided  to  print  same  with  the  Secretary's  Report 
for  circulation  amongst  the  Members. 


The  following  accounts  were  duly  passed  and  ordered  to  be 
paid,  viz  : — 

H.  K.  Bloomer,  Formation  Expenses,  £1 1 1 8s.  Od- 
A.  M Jackson  ® Co  , Solicitors,  £165  8s  3d 
Hodgon,  Harris  ‘cC  Co  , Accountants,  £15  15s.  Od. 


Election  of  Cliairnian. 

Mr.  A.  Robins  <the  Vic^’-Chairman),  in  moving  the  election 
of  Mr.  F.  O.  Hell  yer  as  Chairman  of  the  Federatio/i  for  next 
y^ar,  congratulated  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  on  their  escape 
from  serious  injury  yesterday. 


He  explained  his  position  and  felt  that  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Industry  he  ought  to  stand  on  one  side,  and  Mr,  Hellyer  take 
the  position  of  President  for  the  ensuing  year. 


Mr.  Bannister  seconded  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 


Vice-Chairinafi. 

Mr.  Marsden  moved  that  Mr-  Robertson  of  Fleetwood 
should  be  elected  Vice-Chairman.  iVlr.  Robertson  explained  that 
he  must  decline  the  position  this  year  he  had  had  a strenuous  live 
years  and  felt  he  was  entitled  to  some  rest.  He  appreciated  the 
honour  but  declined  to  accept  the  position. 


He  then  moved  that  Mr.  H.  A.  Holmes  of  Aberdeen  be 
elected  Vice-Chairman  for  the  ensuing  year  In  moving  this 
Mr  Robertson  stated  he  felt  this  would  strengthen  the  Federation 
considerably  and  would  bring  our  Scotch  friends  more  closely  in 
touch. 

Mr  P.  Ross  seconded  this  and  the  same  was  carried 
unanimously. 

Election  of  Directors. 

Some  discussion  then  ensued  as  to  the  election  of  the 
Directors.  Dr  Jackson  after  perusing  the  Memorandum  and 
Articles  of  Association  suggested  that  the  present  Directors 
should  be  re-elected  e.n  hloc  and  that  in  case  of  a vacancy  arising 
at  any  Port,  such  Port  be  asked  to  nominate  a Director  to  fill  the 
vacancy  which  should  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  nomination. 

Resolved  accordingly,  that  the  existing  Directors  be  re-elected 
en  bloc  snd  that  tne  vacancies  be  filled  by  nominations  from  each 
Port  not  already  represented. 

The  position  of  various  Ports,  including  Granton,  Stranraer, 
etc.,  was  discussed  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  v/rite 
Messrs.  Hart  Smith.  Robson  ® Kennedy  of  Stranraer,  and 
Mr.  Scales  of  Granton,  thereon 

National  Sea  Fisheries  Protection  Association. 

The  Chairman  <Mr.  F,  O.  Hellyer)  and  the  Secretary  <Mr. 
R.  Jackson)  were  elected  as  Representatives  of  the  British 
Trawlers  Federation  on  the  N.S.F.P.A. 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Hodgson,  Flarris  ® Co.  were  re-elected  Auditors 
for  the  ensuing  year  at  a fee  to  be  fixed  by  the  Directors. 

Mr  Robertson  moved,  Mr  Moody  seconded,  Mr.  Bannister 
and  Dr.  Jackson  <for  the  Ofticials  of  the  Federation)  supported  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  Chairman  for  his  services 
since  the  formation  of  the  Federation. 
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The  same  was  carried  unanimously  and  with  applause,  and 
the  Chairman  suitably  replied. 


The  retiring  Secretary,  Mr.  lohn  J.  Sutton,  was  thanked  for 
his  services  as  Secretary. 


Position  of  Affairs  at  Grimsby 

A discussion  ensued  as  to  the  position  of  affairs  at  Grimsby 
which  were  admitted  to  be  most  unsatisfactory. 

Various  suggestions  as  to  dealing  with  the  matter  were  made 
and  eventually  the  retiring  Chairman  promised  to  call  the 
Members  together  and  do  what  was  possible  to  get  matters  put 

right. 


A letter  from  Mr.  Irvin  re  Drifter  Skippers  was  left  over 
until  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Directors- 


Secretary’s  Report. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  First  Annual  Report 
as  Secretary  of  this  Federation 


You  will  doubtless  remember  that  tlie  Federation  is  the 
outcome  of  a Meeting  held  at  York,  on  the  6th  July,  1917.  A 
Sub-Committee  was  then  appointed  and  drew  up  the  Memorandum 
and  Articles  of  Association  which  were  finally  approved  and  the 
Federation  duly  registered  on  the  3rd  oeptember,  1918. 

Since  that  date  number  of  meetings  have  been  held  principally 
in  London. 


I am  sure  it  will  be  ajjreed  the  work  already  accomplished  by 
the  Federation  has  fully  justified  its  existence.  Amongst  other 
matters  which  have  been  dealt  with  is  " Proposed  Ministry  for 
Fisheries.'' 

Ministry  for  Fisheries. 

This  matter  is  one  which  vitally  affects  the  Industry.  Your 
Directors  and  Members  feel  that  if  the  Industry  is  to  progress  in 
the  way  that  it  should  and  ought  to  do,  it  must  have  better 
representation  in  Parliament  and  an  effective  Official  Organisation 
where  they  can  quickly  lay  any  complaints  with  a certainty  that 
they  will  be  promptly  att  nded  to  and  remedied 


Unfortunately,  at  the  present  however  wishful  the  Officials 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  may  be  to  assist 
us  they  are  unable  to  do  so  owing  to  their  lack  of  power  and 
authority  and  to  the  inferior  position  in  which  the  Fishing  Depart- 
ment is  placed  and  held.  The  question  of  a separate  Ministry  has 
been  strongly  advocated  by  your  Directors  during  the  past  year, 
and  although  at  the  present  time  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a 
likelihood  of  a seperate  Minister  for  Fisheries  being  appointed  there 
are  indications  that  good  has  resulted,  in  as  much  as  at  a recent 
interview.  Sir  A;  Griffiths  Boscowan  stated  that  Lord  Lee  <the 
Present  Minister  for  Agriculture  and  Fisheries)  had  appointed  him 
as  Deputy  Minister  for  Fisheries,  and  that  Mr.  Maurice  now  had 
a right  to  go  direct  to  him  on  Fishery  matters  without  having  to 
go  through  various  other  channels.  Whilst  your  Directors  feel 
this  to  be  a big  step  in  advance  they  are  not  yet  satisfied,  and 
nothing  short  of  a separate  Minister  for  Fisheries  with  full  power 
to  deal  with  all  fishery  matters  for  the  United  Kingdom  will  satisfy 
the  claims  of  the  Industry. 


Price  of  Coal. 

This  was  a matter  your^  Directors  took  up  with  the  Coal 
Controller,  and  as  a result  of  a Deputation  which  waited  upon 
him,  we  were  placed  under  the  bunker  rates  for  Steam  Ships. 
Had  this  not  been  obtained,  prices  had  already  been  quoted  up  to 
£4  per  ton  for  Bunker  Coals  for  Trawlers  - a Price  which  every- 
one connected  with  the  Industry  realised  was  an  unfair  one  and 
would  materially  increase  the  already  very  heavy  expenses  of  the 
Vessels  and  be  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Industry. 
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Further  efforts  have  been  made  with  a view  to  getting  a further 
reduction  but  up  to  the  present  the  Coal  Controller  has  refused 
to  put  us  on  the  same  footing  as  factories,  etc,,  under  the  Land 
Sales  Prices  Order.  This  is  a matter,  however  which  must  be 
borne  in  mind  and  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Coal 
Controller. 


Proposed  Govemnient  Co-operative  Scheme. 

Your  Directors  have  spent  considerable  time  ovei  this  matter. 
Repeated  applications  have  been  made  to  the  Government  for 
information  as  to  what  the  scheme  really  is,  but  up  to  the  present 
no  satisfactory  information  has  been  forthcoming.  In  spite  of 
every  effort  your  Directors  have  been  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  what 
the  Government  Proposals  really  are. 


A strong  Deputation  waited  upon  the  Admiralty  and  frankly 
laid  their  yiews  before  them-  At  one  time  it  was  thought  tl)e 
proposal  had  been  dropped,-  it  is  however  a^ain  revived  At  the 
present  time  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  information  so  that 
the  Steam  Fishing  V^essel  Owners  may  know  just  what  they  have 
to  face  in  the  way  of  competition  from  the  Government 

Advertislfig'  aisd  Dis.tnI)!itlon  Scheme 

Your  Directors  have  given  this  matter  their  careful  consider- 
ation and  went  to  considerable  trouble  and  expense  in  formulating 
a scheme  and  advertising  hsh  as  food  Unfortunate}'/  when  the 
scheme  was  just  about  completed  the  railway  facilities  and  transit 
(which  have  for  years  past  been  unsatisfactory)  were,  however, 
worse  than  before.  With  a result  that  your  Directors  felt  it  was  no 
use  advertising  fish  as  food  and  creating  a demand  unless  and 
until  that  demand  could  be  satisfied.  This  can  only  be  done  by 
better  facilities  for  distribution  of  fish,  and  there  is  no  doubt  the 
transport  from  the  Fishery  Ports  to  the  Inland  Towns  and  Villages 
is  a matter  which  will  require  the  most  careful  consideration  by 
the  Industry  in  the  near  future  At  the  present  time  the  Railway 
Facilities  and  the  means  of  transporting  the  fish  are  most  unsaat- 
factory,  and  if  the  industry  is  to  make  the  necessary  progress,  this 
matter  is  one  which  will  have  to  be  taken  in  hand,  not  only  by 
those  at  present  engaged  in  the  Industry,  but  by  the  Government 
Officials  and  Departments 
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As  has  been  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  the  Fishery  Departments 
it  is  useless  our  catching  Fish  and  bringing  it  to  our  markets  unless 
it  can  be  transported  to  the  Inland  Towns  and  Villages  tn  a good 
and  wholesome  condition. 


Sale  of  Old  Trawlers. 

Efforts  were  made  by  your  Directors  to  obtain  permission 
for  the  sale  of  old  ships  to  foreigners,  and  after  some  corres- 
pondence wkh  and  pressure  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Ministry  of  Shipping,  a concession  has  been  made  as  follows  : — 

<1>  Steam  Trawlers  and  Drifters  must  not  be  less  than  12 
years  old. 

<2>  Other  Fishing  Boats  are  dealt  with  individually  on  their 
merits. 

<3>  The  particulars  of  each  ves^el,  together  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  proposed  buyer  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  the  Fisheries  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


If  these  Darticulars  are  supplied,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  will  do  their  utmost  to  obtain  the  necessary  permit  for 
the  sale  of  the  vessels. 


Aliens. 

The  question  of  aliens  sailing  on  British  Fishing  Vessels  has 
also  had  the  attention  of  your  Directors.  Various  cases  of  hards 
ship  have  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  Official- 
and  Departments,  with  a result  that  certain  alterations  have  been 
made.  Whilst  i believe  there  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Owners  to  engage  unfriendly  aliens  on  their  vessels,  the  attitude 
taken  up  by  the  Government  Officials  towards  men  who  were 
born  in  England  <of  foreign  parents)  and  who  have  resided  in 
England  all  their  lives  should  be  debarred  from  sailing  was 
deemed  an  injustice,  and  as  such  was  protested  against  and 
objected  to. 
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ApprentJces. 

This  important  matter  has  been  dealt  with  by  a Sub- 
Committee  of  your  Directors.  A Deputation  waited  upon 
Sir  Norman  Hill  and  discussed  the  matter  with  him  as  a result  of 
which  the  Sub-Committee  have  a scheme  under  consideration 
which  it  is  hoped  will  result  in  a number  of  suitable  youths  being 
drafted  into  the  Industry  to  replace  those  men  who  have  been 
killed  during  the  war  and  also  those  who  have  naturally  dropped 
out  of  the  Industry. 


Claims  against  Enemy  for  Illegal  Acts. 

This  matter  has  also  been  dealt  with  by  your  Directors  and 
last  month  a Deputation  waited  upon  Mr.  Hipwood  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  hear  his  report  as  to  what  had  taken  place  at  the  Peace 
Conference  in  Paris,  with  reference  thereto.  Fi-om  what  was  then 
said  by  Mr.  Hipwood  I am  afraid  there  is  little  hope  of  any 
material  benefit  being  obtained  from  the  enemy. 

In  conclusion  may  I be  allowed  to  say  that  during  the  short 
time  the  Federation  has  been  formed  I think  it  has  fully 
justified  its  existence,  and  has  proved  beyond  doubt  that  some 
such  organisation  is  a tiecessity.  Unfortunately  there  has  been 
some  small  differences  between  the  Ports,  but  it  is  sincerely  to  be 
hoped  that  these  will  be  overcome  and  the  whole  of  the  Steam 
Fishing  Vessel  Owners  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  become  and 
remain  loyal  supporters  of  the  Federation.  At  the  present  ail 
classes  of  workmen  of  all  trades  and  industries  have  their  organ- 
isations, and  it  is  imperative  that  the  Fishing  Industry  must  be 
solid  and  well  organised  to  stand  any  assault  which  may  be  made 
upon  it  and  to  further  assure  its  progress  in  the  future. 


THE  BRITISH  TRAWLERS  FEDERATION,  LIMITED: 
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HODGSON,  HARRIS  & Co., 

Chartered  Accountants. 
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INCOME  and  EXPENDITURE  ACCOUNT 
llie  period  from  the  3rd  September,  1918  (date  of  Incorporation)  to  the 


